
Student Note Sheet / 1-20 
 
 

Quote: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Logic Puzzle: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Truth 

Write down words that you associate with this word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Truth- a ____________________ or ___________________ that is accepted as true.(2017) 
 
Truth- Conformity to ________ or _________; exact accordance with that ___________, 
or ____________, or shall be 
 
Write down the differences you see in thee two definitions. 
 
 
 
Quote #2: 
 
 
 
 



Fake News 

 

HAM LAKE, Minn. — One morning last week, Larry Laughlin, a retired 
business owner, opened his shiny black Dell laptop and scrolled through 
Facebook. 

Most of the posts were ordinary news stories from conservative sites: Donald 
J. Trump’s deal with the Carrier company. The political tussle over the 
recount. But a few items were his guilty pleasures. 

“I like this guy,” said Mr. Laughlin, looking at a post by the conservative 
commentator and author Mark Dice. 

Mr. Dice has promoted conspiracy theories that the Jade Helm military 
training exercise last year was preparation for martial law and that the Sept. 
11 attacks were an “inside job.” But Mr. Laughlin likes him for what he said 
was his humorous political commentary and his sarcastic man-on-the-street 
interviews. 

“I just like the satisfaction,” said Mr. Laughlin, who started his own business 
and lives in an affluent Twin Cities suburb. “It’s like a hockey game. 
Everyone’s got their goons. Their goons are pushing our guys around, and it’s 
great to see our goons push back.” 

The proliferation of fake and hyperpartisan news that has flooded into 
Americans’ laptops and living rooms has prompted a national soul-searching, 
with liberals across the country asking how a nation of millions could be 
marching to such a suspect drumbeat. But while some Americans may take 
the stories literally — like the North Carolina man who fired his gun in a 
Washington pizzeria on Sunday trying to investigate a false story spread 
online of a child-abuse ring led by Hillary Clinton — many do not. 

The larger problem, experts say, is less extreme but more insidious. Fake 
news, and the proliferation of raw opinion that passes for news, is creating 
confusion, punching holes in what is true, causing a kind of fun-house effect 
that leaves the reader doubting everything, including real news. 

That has pushed up the political temperature and increased polarization. No 
longer burdened with wrestling with the possibility that they might be wrong, 
people on the right and the left have become more entrenched in their 
positions, experts say. In interviews, people said they felt more empowered, 
more attached to their own side and less inclined to listen to the other. 
Polarization is fun, like cheering a goal for the home team. 



“There are an alarming number of people who tend to be credulous and form 
beliefs based on the latest thing they’ve read, but that’s not the wider 
problem,” said Michael Lynch, a professor of philosophy at the University of 
Connecticut. “The wider problem is fake news has the effect of getting people 
not to believe real things.” 

He described the thinking like this: “There’s no way for me to know what is 
objectively true, so we’ll stick to our guns and our own evidence. We’ll ignore 
the facts because nobody knows what’s really true anyway.” 

News that is fake or only marginally real has lurked online — and in 
supermarket tabloids — for years, but never before has it played such a 
prominent role in an American election and its aftermath. Narrowly defined, 
“fake news” means a made-up story with an intention to deceive, often geared 
toward getting clicks. But the issue has become a political battering ram, with 
the left accusing the right of trafficking in disinformation, and the right 
accusing the left of tarring conservatives as a way to try to censor websites. In 
the process, the definition of fake news has blurred. 

“Fake news is subjective,” Mr. Laughlin said. “It depends on who’s defining it. 
One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” 

For Mr. Laughlin, conservative sites are a balm for the soul in a liberal world 
whose narrative of America, he says, seems to diminish him and all that he 
has accomplished. He was his own legal guardian at 16, after his mother fled 
his alcoholic father. He built his metal finishing business from scratch after 
earning an associate degree from a community college. The company he 
owned employs about 17 people. He and his wife adopted three mixed-race 
children. 

“My struggles in life are just dismissed,” he said, recalling being lectured by 
one of his children’s liberal friends at a party in his large home. “‘You have a 
nice house and got it made because you are a white guy.’ There are all of these 
preconceived notions that I’m a racist, idiot, a bigot, and oh, uneducated.” 

He feels alienated from the conventional news media for some of the same 
reasons. “It’s like an inside joke for people on the left, and we are the butt of 
the joke,” he said of one left-leaning website. “At some point, we stopped 
listening.” 

Mr. Laughlin likes news that strikes back against that. These days, he takes 
the most pleasure in watching clips strung together by conservative websites 
of liberal commentators sneering about how ridiculous Donald J. Trump was 
as a candidate and how he had no chance at becoming president. 

 



Questions: 
 
What is the main point of this article? 
 
What does this article have to do with truth? 
 
Do you agree or disagree with this man’s views? Why or why not? 
 
 


